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The Curmudgeon is, of course, a figment of Mark Herrmann’s 

imagination. Mark Herrmann himself is not quite as old and not 

quite as nasty as you might think after having read this book. He 

graduated from Princeton University in 1979 and The University of 

Michigan Law School (Order of the Coif, Michigan Law Review) 

in 1983. After graduation, he clerked for The Honorable Dorothy 

W. Nelson in the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth 

Circuit. Mark practiced at the relatively small firm of Steinhart & 

Falconer in San Francisco from 1984 to 1989, when he moved to 

Cleveland and joined the international law firm Jones Day, where 

he was a partner when he wrote the original edition of this book. 

Mark is now the deputy general counsel of Aon plc. Mark’s oth-

er books include Drug and Device Product Liability Litigation 

Strategy (Oxford Univ. Press 2d rev. ed. 2018) (with co-authors); 

Inside Straight: Advice About Lawyering, In-House and Out, 

That Only The Internet Could Provide (ABA 2012); and Statewide 

Coordinated Proceedings: State Court Analogues to the Federal 

MDL Process (Thomson-West 2d rev. ed. 2004) (with co-authors). 

His articles have appeared in, among other places, The New York 

Times and The Wall Street Journal.

 The Curmudgeonly Assistant is a product of the joint imag-

ination of Mark Herrmann and Laura Bozzelli. Laura worked as 

Mark’s secretary at Jones Day. She conceived the idea, and wrote 

the first draft, of Chapter 4.

 As noted on the copyright acknowledgment page, Mark’s for-

mer partner, John Edwards, gets half the credit for Chapter 5, “The 

Curmudgeon’s Law Dictionary.” Now that’s a guy with a sense of 

humor. 
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